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THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUl, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2020, BEGINNING AT
9:06 AM., WITH CHAIR ALICE L LEE PRESIDING.

CHAIR LEE: Will the Maui County Council regular Council meeting and three-Member public
hearing please come to order.

I see we have our Vice-Chair here, Keani Rawlins-Fernandez. Thank you.

So, it is 9:07 and we are about to start the meeting.

Mr. Clerk, could you proceed with roll call.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS G. RIKI HOKAMA, NATALIE A. KAMA,
KELLY T. KING, MICHAEL J. MOLINA, TAMARA A. M. PALTIN,
SHANE M. SINENCI, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, VICE-CHAIR
KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

CHAIR LEE: To my colleagues and everyone out there, miremengjes, miremengjes is
Albanian for good morning. Well, we have a very long day ahead of us and I know
you're very excited to get started.
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Now that we've had roll call, we have everyone present, a quorum to conduct the
business. And we are ready for opening remarks from Councilmember Tamara Paltin.
Tamara, can you hear me? Tamara.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: -some feedback. Can you hear me? Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Okay, everybody, when you're not on, could you turn your, your microphones
off please? And that goes for everyone out there also watching us. We're getting
unusual feedback. So, for now, please mute your mics until you're ready to speak.

So, Tamara, you have opening remarks for us.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Councilmember Tamara Paltin.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Member Tamara Paltin. I know many of us, if not all of us agree
with you that we need to support our frontline workers.

And now, Mr. Clerk, let's see, it's time for our Pledge of Allegiance. Please everyone
join me in the Pledge of the Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council, and others in attendance, rose and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Before we proceed, with today's agenda, may I please request that
everyone silence their cellphones or other noisemaking devices. Decorum in this
chamber shall be maintained at all times.

Okay, Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, proceeding with the presentation of agenda and
public hearing items. Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's
online meeting by phone or video conference through the information posted on today's
agendas. Individuals connected to the Council's online meeting will be called on to
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testify. If you do not intend to testify, you can watch the meeting on Akaku Channel 53
or on mauicounty.us.

Testimony is limited to the items listed on today's agendas. When testifying, please
state your name and the name of any organization you represent as well as the items
on which you will be testifying. Please also identify to the Council if you are a paid
lobbyist.

Madam Chair, based on the individuals currently connected to the meeting, we
currently have 15 testifiers listed, but there may be more. The first person to testify in
the chamber is the individual calling from this phone number: 808-242-6006. I will
unmute this individual so they can begin their testimony.

CHAIR LEE: Will the testifier begin please.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: I repeat, the testifier who is now up to testify is the individual
calling from this phone number: 808-242-6006.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk, call the next testifier please.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes, Madam Chair. The next person signed up to testify is the
individual calling from this phone number: 808-264-9646. I will unmute you so you can
begin your testimony. You are now unmuted. I repeat, the testifier calling from this
number: 808-264-9646, please proceed with your testimony.

CHAIR LEE: Staff. Tracy, could you go in the other room and make a phone call and make
sure this is working. Okay. Just double-check. Call us and then you be a testifier, a
pretend testifier.

Meanwhile, call the next number please, Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, if okay, I'll proceed with testifiers connected by
videoconference first and then we can return to the phone testifiers once we confirm
it's working. So, the next person up to testify is Avery Chumbley, to be followed by
Blake Moore. I repeat, the next person up to testify is Avery Chumbley.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk, I did see, I saw that Mr. Chumbley left the call.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Okay. Then the next person up to testify is Blake Moore. To
be followed by Buddy Almeida.
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PRESENTATION OF WRITTEN OR ORAL TESTIMONY

MR. BLAKE MOORE ftestifvina on Bill No. 52 (202011:

Alright. Can everybody hear me okay?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

MR. MOORE: Great. Well, thank you for the opportunity to join you today for this important
hearing. My name is Blake Moore. I'm the director of commercial operations with
PacWhale Eco-Adventures, Maui largest marine tourism company. It's both our
organizational and personal missions to protect the oceans through science and
advocacy, and to inspire environmental stewardship. So, on behalf of PacWhale Eco-
Adventures and the over 320,000 guests that we serve each year, I'd like to express
our full support for Bill 52, a measure restricting the use and sale of plastic disposable
foodwares.

As Maui's largest ocean tourism operator, we understand our unique responsibility in
helping to mitigate the growing mountain of trash along Pulehu Road, and to reduce
marine debris that is found in and along our ocean shorelines. I'm sure you all have
seen this. These measures will help us to avoid the pitfalls of so many other high-
profile destinations that have succumb to their love affair with our throwaway society.
At PacWhale Eco-Adventures, we're proud to have began taking common sense steps
to tackle these issues about 20 years ago with our first purchase of bio-compostable
products.

Being a forerunner often means acknowledging the necessary financial commitment
that requires short-term sacrifices to ensure success in long-term strategic priorities.
For PacWhale, this financial commitment two decades ago boiled down really to two
choices for us; we can continue filling our landfills with plastic or make some, yea, I
guess strategic innovative choices that would move us towards some long-term
solutions that protect our island home.

In 2019, Pac-Whale Eco-Adventures hosted again over 300,000 guests on our vessels.
And the decision to move away from plastics equated to about 15 cents per person.
This ... ended up being a quarter of one percent of our total revenue for the operation.
But what that meant for us was that almost a half a million plastic cups did not enter
our landfill because of a single decision made by our organization.

Our guests, in response to that, have had an ovenwhelmingly positive response to our
plastic alternative initiatives. In fact, our stores have seen sales on these alternatives
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to plastic that have recovered more than two times the revenue ... for employing
plastic alternative items throughout the operation. Our guests are re-thinking their use
of single-use plastics.

The path has been forged by businesses like ours for over two decades, showing that
businesses don't just make it by making earth for, earth first choices. We've
demonstrated that businesses can thrive by doing this and the visitors support these
initiatives with their purchases.

Addressing marine debris and diverting waste from our landfills is going to require
some leadership at the highest levels. As the director of one of Maui's largest tourism
operations, I can attest to the fact that these commonsense steps are feasible for
businessowners and really necessary for the continuation of sustainable tourism in our
islands.

I appreciate the opportunity again to offer our support for Bill 52. PacWhale Eco-
Adventures looks fon/vard to collaborating with you, our community partners and
businessowners who, as we continue to reduce our solid waste and rethink plastics.
Thanks for your time.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you very much for your testimony. Any clarifying questions?

If not, Mr. Clerk, please call the next testifier.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Chair. Chair, I just had one quick question.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, yea, please, quick question, cause we have lots to cover.

Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Member King.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Chair. Thanks for being here, Blake. I just wanted to clarify that
you're with Pacific Whale Foundation.

MR. MOORE: Yea, I'm with PacWhale Eco-Adventures, which is a subsidiary of Pacific
Whale Foundation. We're wholly owned and operated by Pacific Whale, but~

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Okay, just wanted to clarify cause I hadn't heard that name
before, the, the, of your subsidiary, so thank you.
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MR. MOORE: Yes. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person we have signed up to testify is
Paul Janes-Brown, to be followed by Camry Gach. And just to reiterate for, our
apologies, to inform the testifiers; testifiers have three minutes to testify. Staff has a
timer running that will go off when your testimony time is over. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Janes.

MR. PAUL JANES-BROWN (testifvina on Resolution No. 20-60):

Yea, well, I need, I needed to get unmuted. Can you hear me? Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes, we can. Yes, we can.

MR. JANES-BROWN: Thank you. Thank you. Aloha kakakiaka [sic], Madam Chair and
Members of the Council. My name is Paul Janes-Brown. I reside in Kulamalu and
have been a resident of Maui since October 1, 1997, which I'd like to refer to as my
rebirthday.

This proposal to amend the Charter, I'm testifying on item J, Resolution No. 20-60.
This proposal to amend the Charter is a direct result of the former Charter
Commission's acts, of which Councilmember Sugimura was a member. The special
committee recommended by the 2011-2012 was formed in 2016. All the work has
been done and the proposal has been put through a rigorous vetting process, including
numerous community association meetings, as well as other forms of public scrutiny.

The Mayor told us in a meeting that he wanted the people to decide and would not
oppose this initiative. The result of this process demonstrated the need to amend the
original proposal, which is the strength of our democracy. We allow for everyone to be
heard, and oftentimes, we realize matters that weren't originally considered. That has
been the case with this proposal before you. It is time to allow our people to express
their opinion about the matter in the democratic form we have established for such
issues.

The opponents of this proposal, while posturing they support the will of the electorate
wish to do everything possible to thwart that will, by calling for another public hearing
in the midst of a community-wide lockdown and a global pandemic, by suggesting the
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new Charter Commission take up the matter and any other means at their disposal to
prevent the people from having a say. What are they afraid of?

It is time to let the people decide whether they want to continue the current revolving
door of directors, who when they depart and a new appointed director arrives with a
new agenda, the job of those departments is put on hold at best, or thrown into chaos
at worst.

What we recognize, once and for all, that the role of County government is to deliver
services. It is a service organization and we need to professionalize that service
organization to provide for continuity of those services. The possibility that civil
servants can rise through the ranks on the basis of merit alone, to head a department
without having to choose the right horse in election, and we get the best quality of
services.

I urge you to vote for the people. Pass this proposal. Mahalo nui loa for your service,
and everyone stay safe.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Mr. Clerk.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Oh, Ms. Paltin, do you have a question?

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Yes. It's for you. Can the teleconference testifiers unmute
their video when they're giving the testimony?

CHAIR LEE: Sure. We'll ask them to do that.

MR. JANES-BROWN: The moderator, the moderator muted the video.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Oh, okay.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk, you can unmute the video.

MR. JANES-BROWN: Yea, let them see me for God's sake. I dressed up.

CHAIR LEE: You did. Well, thank you. You be safe too. You be safe too. Thank you.

MR. JANES-BROWN: Thank you.
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CHAIR LEE: Next testifier.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person signed up to testify is Camry
Gach. To be followed by the individual calling from the phone number with these last
four digits: 6448.

CHAIR LEE: Collie Gaft [sic], did you say?

MS. CAMRY GACH Ftestifvina on Bill No. 52 (2020)1:

Camry Gach.

CHAIR LEE: There we are. Hi.

MS. GACH: Hi.

CHAIR LEE: You can start talking.

MS. GACH: Thank you. So, I'm Camry, I'm 16, and I'm part of the Maui Huliau Youth
Leadership Council. I would like this ban on single-use plastic to be passed for my
future. When I am older, I want to be able to return back to Maui and witness the
beauty around me, not the plastic that's scattered on our beaches.

I am aware of the concern that businesses have about survival during the ban, but I
have a proposal; reuse, if, reuse. If all, if consumers take the initiative to bring their
own reusable containers to restaurants for their leftovers, that will reduce compostable
container expenses. And for the consumers that neglect to bring their own, they will
have to pay a fee. And that would be just the same thing as what grocery stores are
charging, the way that grocery stores are penalizing paper bag usage. It'll be the same,
it'll be the same way.

This policy would direct citizens towards sustainable practices and provide the
opportunity for either the County or the vendors to generate some revenue by, by
selling these reusable containers. I would love to create a public service
announcement to teach residents and tourists to bring their own to avoid high prices.
If we make people aware of how businesses, all the businesses are trying to
accommodate for this new legislation, then people will expect a new fee that's
associated with our environmental consciousness and that will not interfere with

individual business.
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Personally, I was raised to bring my own containers, shopping bags, utensils, and
water bottles. But from the experience that I have sorting waste at Huliau's zero waste
events and attempting to convince my friends to bring their own, people opt for
convenience. But this ban would awaken everyone to the change, the global change
that needs to happen here, locally, on Maui, so that we can regain our harmony with
the earth.

I humbly ask for your vote to pass this single-use plastic ban. And I'm enthusiastic
about innovating solutions to really manifest what we want for our island. So, I'd be
happy to converse with the Council in the future. Mahalo.

COUNCILMEMBER KING; Chair, you're muted. We didn't hear what you just said.

CHAIR LEE: Yea, I'll just say again, Camry, you're very impressive. We look forward to
conversing with you in the future and good luck to you.

Let's see, who's our next testifier?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person signed up to testify is the
individual calling from the phone number with these last four digits: 6448. They will be
followed by Cheryl King. I repeat, the next testifier is the individual calling from this
phone number with the last four digits: 6448.

MR. MARK DEAKOS. HAWAII ASSOCIATION FOR MARINE EDUCATION AND

RESEARCH ftestifvino on Bill No. 52 (2020)1:

Hi there. Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes. Your, your name?

MR. DEAKOS: Sorry, it's Mark Deakos. I think I'm on the video and the call, so it's first time.
I appreciate the opportunity to speak. I'll be speaking on Bill 52 today. And my name
is Mark Deakos. I'm the Executive Director of the Hawaii Association for Marine

Education and Research, a Maui nonprofit since 2004.

And I want to wholeheartedly applaud this Council for supporting Bill 52, to eliminate
the sale of most plastic disposable foodware. As we say, we don't have a pollution
problem, we have a design problem. And we're so fortunate that we have folks that
are designing products with nature in mind; products that are functional and don't put
the impact burdens on society and the environment. So, this bill not only incentivizes
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those products that take responsibility for their social environmental impacts, but it also
sends a message to manufacturers that think social environmental impacts are the
next generations problem.

This bill does align with the State's 2030 solid waste reduction goals. And of course,
if the City and Council, sorry, City and County of Honolulu can do this, we know Maui
can certainly do this. So, thanks for putting our keiki and our aina first. And let's
continue to incentivize responsible products and send a message to the others that
they need to step up. Thank you so much for your hard work.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Mr. Deakos. Any questions?

If not, next testifier please.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person signed up to testify is Cheryl
King. She will be followed by the individual calling from this, with this phone number
with the last four digits: 5701.

MS. CHERYL KING. HAWAII ASSOCIATION FOR MARINE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

rtestifving on Bill No. 52)1:

Good morning, everyone. This is Cheryl. Can you guys hear me alright?

CHAIR LEE: Good morning. Yes, we can hear you.

MS. KING: Awesome. Thank you so much for facilitating this process and I'll keep it real
quick. I just wanted to say thank you so much for supporting this. Mark just said
everything. I'm also with the Hawaii Association for Marine Education and Research
and also a Zero Waste Maui Coalition member, and a bunch of other different projects
trying to save the ocean every day, so-

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Can you unmute your video so we can see you?

MS. KING: Oh, yea. Hi.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you.

MS. KING: I thought that was impossible. Cool. Yea, so I just wanted to say thank you. And
Camry and Mark summed it up the best. And just really appreciate you guys and can't
wait to see this pass and celebrate by not seeing as many single-use plastics on our
beaches and on our reefs. So, thank you so much. We're here to help you and support
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all community members that, you know, need to help with the transition. We're totally
want to make this a good thing for everyone in our community. So, mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Any questions?

Mr. Clerk, next.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person signed up to testify is the
individual calling from the phone number with these last four digits: 5701. They will be
followed by an individual who is logged on with the name Christopher. The individual
calling from, oh, perfect.

MS. MARGE BONAR Ttestifvina on Resolution No. 20-60 and Bill No. 52 (2020)1:

5701?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes, we can hear you. It's your turn to testify.

MS. BONAR: Okay. Sorry. This is Marge Bonar from Pukalani. And it's on multiple issues.
Number one is the need for getting the County Manager issue out to the voters. I was
very upset to find that Councilmembers are basically electioneering in, instead of
leaving it up to the count, to the people. So, that is one. I've been on the record for
that for a very long time.

And the other is to thank you all for your support for the issue of plastics, which you all
know. I sent you written testimony and included in that with a picture of the paper fiber
coolers . . . Igloo, major plastics manufacturer is putting out there, because the time
has come. So, thank you for your support on both of these and everything else. And
it's very courageous to be trying to do it this way. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Marge. Any questions?

If not, Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person signed up to testify is the individual logged on
with just the name Christopher. They will be followed by the individual calling from the
phone number with these last four digits: 4376.

CHAIR LEE: Christopher.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Chair--
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: It is-

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: The chat says that Christopher didn't sign up to
testify.

CHAIR LEE: Oh alright. Christopher did not sign up to testify, so let's go onto the next one.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Okay. The next person who is up to testify is the individual
calling from the phone number with these last four digits: 4376. They will be followed
by Colleen Medeiros.

CHAIR LEE: Repeat please.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The person up to testify now is the individual calling from the
phone number with these four, with these last four digits: 4376.

MR. DICK MAYER Ftestifvina on Resolution No. 20-60 and Bill No. 50 (2020)1:

Can you hear me?

CHAIR LEE: Yes.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes.

MR. MAYER: This is Dick Mayer, and I thank you very much for allowing us to, to straighten
this process given the medical circumstances in the community. Chair Lee and
Members, two items that I'd like to briefly testify on. The first is the item that you have
regarding bicycle tours. I'm hoping that you will raise the financial penalties that would
have to be paid. Right now, there's a maximum of $1,000. I think this is a trivial amount
for these companies, which sometimes have several big tour groups coming down the
mountain and can afford much more. And I would hope that the penalty matches the
potential for their revenues, rather than just a little slap on the, on the wrist. Right now,
the maximum you could penalize them is $1,000 and it could even be as low as 200.
So, please raise those dollar amounts.

The second item I'd like to testify on is the matter of putting on the ballot the resolution,
the item to change our Charter to allow for the Managing Director position. I'm hoping
that you will go ahead and vote today to put that on the ballot, give us all a chance to
do this. Back with the last Charter Commission, as you've been told numerous times,
they didn't handle it at that meeting, but recommended that separate committees be
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set up to handle it. Those committees have met. The Council has debated, the
community has debated, and now you have before you the possibility of putting that
on the ballot. And I would urge you to go ahead and do that. I won't debate the item
itself. That's what's going to be happening between, you know, July, August, or
whatever, you could put on there, and November.

As the, the coordinator for the Alliance of Maui Community Associations, I'm going to
make sure that this issue is well vetted fairly by all sides who have a, an opinion on
this. And I'm going to urge all the community associations to take this up. I know in
the past have conducted political forums. Hopefully we'll have some Charter revision
forums that will also be able to, to help the public understand what the issues are and
I will be welcoming, as I think you know I've done in the past, that all sides be able to,
to speak out on issues to help the public understand what this would mean for the
County. I think it's a, it's a good step forward.

And I know our own community association here in Kula, we debated this, and we
decided to send you a letter, which I know you've received. And it was not unanimous.
It wasn't a vote, I think it was something like 11-3 in favor of just sending you the letter
asking you to put it on the ballot. And I think that's what's going to happen around the
County, that people will debate in their associations and in their families. And we
hopefully will be able to, to get a good vote in November for or against this proposition.
I thank you very much and I wish you all much safety.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Dick, and we wish you safety as well. Any questions?

If not, Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Madam Chair, the next person we have up to testify is Colleen
Medeiros. She will be followed by the individual calling from the phone number with
these last four digits: 9015.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Medeiros, you can start now.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Oh, Madam Chair, it appears Ms. Medeiros might have
disconnected. I do not see her in the list anymore.

CHAIR LEE: Alright.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next person we have up to testify is the individual calling
from the phone number with these last four digits: 9015. And they will be followed by
Buddy Almeida. The next person up to testify is the individual calling from-
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MR. JASON ECQNOMOU. REALTORS ASSOCIATION OF MAUI rtestifvina on County

Communication No. 20-246. Resolution No. 20-60. and Bill No. 52 2020)1:

Hello.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Oh, we can hear you.

MR. ECONOMOU: Hi. This is Jason Economou calling on behalf of the Realtors Association
of Maui and our 1,700 members. I am testifying on behalf of the Realtors Association
today and I would like to testify regarding a few agenda items.

First and foremost, let me talk about Bill 52. We support this bill. Especially now, it
seems pretty clear that our economy and our environment are going to be closely
linked from here on out. And we need to do the best we can to take care of our

environment. So, we strongly support Bill 52 as a part of economic resilience. And it's
also just the right thing to support.

In addition to that, I would like to take some time to discuss County Communication
20-246. This item is much more upsetting and concerning to me. The problem that
the Realtors Association of Maui has with this item is that it is not the same bill that

was reviewed and approved by the three planning commissions, even though the
communication dated April 7, 2020, claims that it is.

I have brought this issue up with the Mayor's Office. I have brought this issue up with
the Planning Director. And the Planning Director has even told me that she was
surprised that the bill had undergone such a drastic change between the time it went
to the planning commissions and the time it is being reviewed by Council. I don't know
how our system can be subverted to such a high degree that one bill can get approved
and vetted properly, and that bill can be transformed to the point where it's force and
effect is not even similar to the bill that was vetted, and be sent to the Council without
even and explanation as to why such changes were undergone.

I, the, the changes are, are numerous and they're pretty detailed, so I don't want to
take my three minutes and, and try and get into it here. However, I did provide written
testimony that takes excerpts from both versions of the bill and puts them up, you know,
right beside each other. And, I mean, it goes from saying that the, the deadline to, to
have been operating a short-term rental either began in 1991 with the Minatoya
opinion, or suddenly it's at the effective date of this ordinance when it finally goes
through. It raises questions like, if this ordinance goes through while the emergency
rules are still in effect, does that mean all of those buildings are suddenly stripped of
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their property rights because they can't operate short-term rentals currently? That
seems like it would subvert property rights.

There are so many issues with this bill that I can't even really get into it, the, with the
level of detail that it deserves right now. But just for the sheer sake of transparency
and government responsibility, I implore you guys, please do not move this along to
Committee. This was not the bill that was reviewed by the planning commissions. This
has not been properly vetted by the public. And to pull a bait and switch like this during
a global public health emergency, when very few people have the time or the inclination
to review a bill that claims to have already been reviewed by three planning
commissions, would just, it would really be abhorrent and irresponsible. So, that's,
that's basically the gist of what I have to say about County Communication 20-246.

Would you, do you have any questions before I move onto the final item, or should I
just move on?

CHAIR LEE: You can move on. Jason, we're, we're just going to refer that Committee.

MR. ECONOMOU: Council Chair Lee, I apologize, but I think that's a really terrible idea.
This, this hasn't-

CHAIRLEE: Jason.

MR. ECONOMOU: -even gone-

CHAIRLEE: Jason.

MR. ECONOMOU: -to the planning commissions yet.

CHAIR LEE: Jason, what would you suggest we do with this county communication?

MR. ECONOMOU: I would, I would suggest you just disregard this county communication if
you can. Or, or request that it be sent back to the Planning Commission. This bill is
so dissimilar to what the county communication claims it is. What, what the county
communication-

CHAIR LEE: Okay, thank you.

MR. ECONOMOU: -communication claims-

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Jason. Thank you. Jason, we got that already. We will deal with it
when we come up, when it comes up on the agenda.
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MR. ECONOMOU: Okay.

CHAIR LEE: Any further, any other questions? Okay, you want to continue?

MR. ECONOMOU: Yes. I-

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I had a question. Me, Tamara Paltin.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Paltin. Member Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: What I'm reading on page 4 of the agenda, it says that the
Planning Director is transmitting it. And you said that the Planning Director was
surprised? But isn't, I mean, from what it says on the agenda that they're transmitting
it, so how are they surprised? I don't understand.

MR. ECONOMOU: Councilmember Paltin, that's a great question. When Council, when the
Planning Director claimed to me in an email yesterday, which if, if she's okay with it, I
would love to forward it to you, because it really, it identifies the problem here. The
Planning Director claims that the changes were made by Corporation Counsel, but that
she was unaware that the changes changed the force and effect so drastically.

And that she claims that she spent all day yesterday with her staff and Corporation
Counsel trying to figure out how this happened. That's the real problem here. How is
it that Corporation Counsel can unilaterally change a bill that surprises the Planning
Director? And why did the Planning Director sign off on a county communication with
a bill that's so dissimilar to the one that she sent to the Planning Commission.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Okay, so-

MR. ECONOMOU: This is highlighting some major issues with government transparency that
you guys really have a responsibility to address.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Thank you. My question has been answered.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: I'll follow up on phone.




